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Another of Mary’s Victories 


HE ELDEST WOMAN aat the Refuge 

of Kasanga took a turn for the worst. She 

did not want to be baptized. Although 
she went to catechism, she never became a 
catechumen, nor would she remain at the 
Home with the other women. At night she 
would roll herself in a mat and sleep under 
the roof of the refuge. 


The Mother Superior, seeing the woman 
was in danger, asked: “Yotemema, do you 
really want to pass your eternity with the 
devil?” 

She bridled up and answered: ‘Yes, of 
coursc I do. I am the devil's daughter, and 
he will take me from this world.” Her eyes 
became haggard as she continued: “The 
devil appeared to me and said: ‘Look all 
around you; all this country is mine; you too 
belong to me.’ ” 

From the expression of her physiognomy, 
she must have seen the infernal spirit while 
she spoke. A miraculous medal was hung 
around her neck; and, as we invoked our 
Blessed Mother, she became calm. 


Later she accepted to make the sign of 


the cross and say the “Hail Mary” to obtain 


the grace of Baptism. 


Suddenly, her attitude changed completely 
and she said: “If God would come to take 
me, I would like to become His child.’ She 
continually repeated the acts of charity and 
contrition, asking the Blessed Virgin to inter- 
cede for her. 

Towards evening, as she maintained her 
good dispositions, she was baptized. In 
frantic joy she exclaimed: “I am no longer 
the devil's daughter; I am God's child!” 

During the night she pleaded with her 


heavenly Mother to come and get her; and 


as the sun rose, her soul went peacefully 
to God. 
A White Sister 


“There is only one thing to do here below: to love 
Jesus and to win souls for Him so that He may be 
loved.” —The Little Flower of Jesus. 


SOOSSS SSS SOOO S SSS OS OPPO OOSOSIOS 
CONTENTS 
Page 
ANOTHER OF MARY’S VICTORIES 1 
MY LIFE a tte ae 
TUNISIA, SURVEY ON THE 
EVOLUTION 3 


SERVING THE AFRICANS, OVER 
HALF A CENTURY 

TREASURES eveues 

LIKUNI HOSPITAL 

FROM OUR SISTERS’ LETTERS ‘ 

WANTED, A KING’S PALACE 1 


aon na 


w (ccs (ss (ce ( ce (cee (ere ( ce (5 


THE MESSENGER OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA is edited and published bi-monthly with ecclesiastical 
approbation by the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, New Jersey. 
Annual subscription $1.00. Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post office oj 
Metuchen, New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


ie paalllpadlaadlll sails edie ait a 


: nt Et ipa : Pac bons agg - i a a RS ge Bin wee 
2 G cog ha a i i a ee — = 
2 sd Re fa cet a 7 aid ie ae = ae es cig es aes vee ca iaas 
pn eo ee Qj Perm: WB cae Ge oe ee 2 ee ae 
ee 2 5) Ge jee Sameer Ca aaa ale SAG | eames Le tt Seeman: | 
a 7: a 2 Mees oe ae a ei pears ‘a apie oie: <a sae: a ri 
: Ct 4 a cee ae ee ee a ee ee 
(\) 
i. . 
io? 
¥ a, ee 
if x 
§ ced , 
ae . re 
: i £ vby « y ¢ ; 
see aw ~ 4 
ONE Gi i 
“ # as 3 4 “ 7% 3 | 
f Re : Pt. hee 
Zs Poy . $ “ 4° 
i 4. a\e 7 - : / 
; : Ae KN ee ok » ; | 
‘ A. ee a oh 4 ' 
se a i 
Pa ee 
: Bie ; " (arth “gh | 
+e “oe Pera® y } 
eee * : el | 
ae a 5 | 
57a: a j ah, % & 
, oA & / iA* : » 
i W AS “y - { Sy 
+ a e S ¢ na 
ey ee . ij ¥ ‘ 
08 a ve | 
F 4 3 a % 4 Lee \ . 4 
SRN te Th 
Demetl-~ .¢ © tet Ta, 
. os oe ye. . > 
: : +54 Fae 3 ; 
ee "ht UR 
gt he 7s 
. A {OE ew 
iA a 4 
ene pe ca: . 
6 ; ae. } 
oll > a ES, Soh | 
‘ 4 2 cx : ae 
en 6) ij Soe we r | 
ois hent — " 
j SS a a a SN EN 
; 1 a) 
i lI 
i I 
©) 
! i 
A) 
ri J 
lil 
wisi oa ae pig Me Pl cea ee Re ee SE eee ee 
ro. ae oe ae Oe ee — le 
ad ey carck Asie Sr su o- Ca ee eee a a ale, Pe a Sas i ca - 
aa on EE a ee ee Ce oe ee 
ease Pedy Se ee eee 2c Be Ret eee | aaa elie 
é me ager ot "RES. ee ee es, er SE yoke Reet Sai ei .. 4 % 
hae i, Oe a a ee ae 
- 3; Sea Sema Se. ae nC ce Ser etre), 1 emg oe 
Stcy: ” ped eee er ms i a aay tc 4 ae 
I alee eS 


@e 
My Life 
By ANDREW K. TIBANDEBAGE 
Teacher at St. Mary’s Tabora 


In the last Number of the MESSENGER, we 
published an article THE LEGION OF MARY 
IN TABORA, by Andrew Tibandebage. The 
following article is a short account of bis life, 
which he was asked to write. 

But Andrew does not mention that he was 
outstanding for Good Conduct at Makarere and 
that he was appointed the leader of Catholic 
Action at this government College in Uganda. 


WO GIRLS were born before me; the 

the first of them died in infancy. Eight 

more boys and five girls followed, of 
whom only two girls survived so that out 
of sixteen children three girls and myself 
are still living. The eldest girl is a protes- 
tant managing a growing protestant family. 
The other two girls are, like me, Catholics. 
Our parents are still pagan; but, in spite of 
social and traditional obstacles against their 
becoming Catholics, I am quite confident 
they must belong to the true fold some day. 


I was born about May or June 1921. At 
that time a new important sub-chief had 
camped near my home in the first town of 
the area under his charge; this helped pre- 
vent the year and season of my birth from 
being forgotten. Most of my early days were 
spent in herding goats and sheep. At the 
age of about ten I joined the new catechetical 
centre near my home; a few months later 
the cathechist baptized me when dangerously 
ill. But I was not finally and properly ad- 
mitted into the church till Christmas 1932. 


When about the middle of 1933 I went to 
school I had some amount of literacy gained 
the previous year at the Cathechetical centre. 
Because of this and because I was a bit older 
--and keener—than most of my school-mates, 
it was possible for me somehow to manage 
four years’ schooling in only two. Thus I 
was promoted to another school—a boarding 
school two days’ walk from home—where 
for four years I learned English (among 
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The Author's Wife and Children 


other things) and was chosen to continue 
with secondary education at this school, St. 
Mary's, much to the disappointment of my 
father who hoped I would at last become a 
clerk or a hospital dresser and at least cease 
depending on him. After two more years I 
went to college whence I returned, three 
years later, to teach in my old school. 


I entered the ‘world’ in 1945 and was 
married on July 4th, 1946. Nine months 
later befell the biggest misfortune of my 
life; our first daughter was still-born and 
this, I still feel, was too big a blow for my 
heart which loves children and wishes all 
souls to go to heaven. In the next three 
years three daughters were born; they are 
healthy and vigorous, thank Heaven, and it 
seems God may bless us with another child 
in the fifth year of our marriage. 


Of the twenty-nine years of my life I have 
a more or less clear picture of only twenty. 
I can still see myself tending goats, a dirty, 
naked, ignorant pagan. When against this 
picture I contrast my present state of a Cath- 
olic teacher with about the highest education 
provided in the country, I realize clearly how 
exceptionally lucky I have been and feel an 
almost overwhelming weight of the debt 
owed to God and my neighbor. But I am 
very happy and feel God is pleased with my 
attempts, slight though they are, to pay 
this debt. 
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Survey on the Evolution 


ee OTHING MUST remain stationary 
N in this world; everything must pro- 
gress” said a Tunisian recently speak- 

ing of evolution. 

In these few words this Tunisian, without 
suspecting it, stated one of the most pro- 
found laws that the Creator has established 
in nature. 


Just what is Evolution, if it is not the 
succession of the progressive phases of a 
being or a group striving toward complete 
development. 

When the transformation is carried out 
within the limits, and according to the laws 
established by the Creator, it “opens out in 
beauty.” For the flower, it is daintiness of 
form, gaudiness of color, the fragance of its 
perfume. For the animal it is beauty of body 
and the quality of its breed. For man, com- 
posed of mind and matter, it is in a healthy 
body, a beautiful cultivated intelligence en- 
lightened by the Truth, a soul of good faith, 
reaching out to God, its ultimate end. 


HOW DO THE TUNISIANS UNDER- 
STAND THE EVOLUTION? 


True facts or conversation throw some 
light on this question of an enlightened era. 
I am relating them accurately. 

“When I was young” said this same Tuni- 
sian, “my father had me carry on my studies 
at the Mosque. He would not hear talk of 
anything else, for he was deeply attached 
to ancient customs. As soon as he died, I 
dropped everything and went into business. 
I was too grown up to study French but this 
did not stop me from making several busi- 
ness trips to France. I have worked hard and 
now possess considerable capital. I have a 
daughter whom I love dearly. I do not 
k ow with what intelligence God has en- 
dowed her, (she is 20 months old). If she 
is not very clever, I shall give her an elemen- 
tary education and teach her to keep house 
well, but if she is intelligent, I want her to 
get a degree in the sciences, to know other 
languages and to devote herself to sports, 
including swimming.” 

Saying this, he opened an Arab newspaper 
in which a cartoon showed a Mohammedan 
woman wearing a toque, out for a stroll, 


YESTERDAY 


while at home her husband was preparing 
the meal. Scandal for the traditionalists, 
topic for lively discussion among conserva- 
tives and partisans of Evolution. 


WHICH OF THE TWO WILL TRIUMPH? 


Here again recorded exactly, is the answer: 
A rich merchant of good family, out of 
respect for tradition, did not send his daugh- 
ter to school. When she was twelve years 
old he begged to have her educated, no 
matter what the cost, for he said, “I see very 
well, the way things are going, a girl with- 
out an education will not be able to find a 
suitable husband and I do not want my 
child to marry a good-for-nothing.” 

Do not think these remarks by men are 
isolated cases or exceptions to the rule. No, 
they indicate general observations. For those 
who prefer to study them at close range, they 
are rather characteristic and go without 
comment. 

But the wcman—-how does she react to | 
this problem of Evolution? 
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She reacts with the fullness of her woman's 
nature which excites the new feeling of a 
liberty too long repressed and that ardent 
inclination peculiar to the Oriental mind. 


Here again I illustrate with facts: A 
young girl from a large family, very well 
brought up, who, because she had passed 
through this phase of progress, believed 
there were no longer any limits to her free- 
dom, no longer any reason to be prudent, 
and that it was no longer necessary to heed 
the advice of her parents. One day she 
secretly left the parental roof and contracted 
a marriage with one whom she had selected 
herself, in defiance of all the unalterable 
tradition of the past. Alas, she paid dearly 
for her rashness but it was too late. 


Another fact of a different category. Re- 
cently when the Cheikh el Islam was de- 
posed, it was a delegation of young women 
and girls, all of the aristocracy, and carrying 
the Tunisian flag, who went to protest to 
the newly elected one, calling upon him 
not to accept this post. 

Yes, yesterday recluses behind mysterious 
walls of old dwellings, firmly closed, the 
Tunisian women are today taking their places 
at the head of this Progress. They come in 
great numbers to the elementary and second- 
ary schools and give a place of honor to the 
study of literary Arabic for all. They are 


entering the field of politics with their 
brothers and vie with them in patriotism. 


It is an undeniable fact, Tunisia is at a 
serious turning point in her history. The 
past, this past which has been kept immutable 
for so long, is collapsing. The narrow vise 
in which ancient tradition had enclosed mind 
and spirit is breaking down. These liberated 
minds are changing, obeying the Law of 
nature (who could blame them). They are 
straining toward their welfare or at least 
what they believe to be their welfare. 


Here is the poignant aspect of the turn 
of events: How many doubts, how many 
struggles, hardships and tragedies among 
those on whom God has bestowed intelli- 
gence and an upright mind! Where is the 
true welfare? What are the real interests ? 
What path is to be followed? “Where shall 
we end?” they ask themselves. Some confide, 
“You don’t know what we are suffering, we 
who have progressed.” 


Yes, they are suffering, and make no mis- 
take, the opposing currents shaking Europe 
at the present time, the one lifting humanity 
towards the heights, the other dragging 
them to the abyss, have their repercussions 
here. They are different, undoubtedly, but 
are felt all the more because they are acting 

( Concluded on page 12 ) 
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Serving The Africans 


OVER HALF A CENTURY 


In the article FIFTY YEARS AND MORE IN AFRICA in the March-April Number of the Mes- 
senger mention was made of Mother St. James, who gave sixty-four years of her life to the African 
Missions and was called to her eternal reward just as the mission was getting ready to celebrate the 


sixty-fifth anniversary of her Religious Profession. 


Since many favorable remarks were made about the 


article by our readers, thinking it would please them to hear a little more of Mother, we are publish- 
ing the following details which were sent by Sister St. Philip who was one of Mother’s companions on 
the trip to the missions in Central Africa and who will celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of her Religious 


Profession on the twenty-first of November. 


It may also please our readers to know that a White Sister had the joy of celebrating her Platinum 
Jubilee in God's service while eight others have had or will have the happiness of celebrating their 


Golden Jubilee during 1951. 


T WAS BACK in1894 that we arrived at 
Karema, on the Lake Tanganyika. The 
beginning was rather difficult for we did 
not know the language and had to become 
acclimated and get use to the food, for none 
other than that of the natives was available 


. . . but we were happy to accept these little 
hardships. 


Sister St. James was always in the best of 
spirits and encouraged everyone by her ex- 


ample of generosity. As soon as we were 


able to speak the language, we began to teach 
the women and children who were impatient- 
ly waiting for the Sisters to instruct them. 
Sr. St. James opened a school for the girls 
and began by teaching the ABCs, but the 
little ones stood mystified before the black- 
board. However, with a great deal of pa- 
tience, they eventually succeeded in learning 
to read and write and to do some sewing. 
They also had Christian Doctrine lessons 
every day. 


Sister St. James was loved by the natives, 
who affectionately called her their “Mama.” 
After she had been named superior, she de- 
voted her time to the care of the sick instead 
of teaching. Her great charity drew the 
natives to her; so much so that they carried 
the sick from great distances to the mission. 
Nothing was too much to ask of her. She 
cleansed the most hideous sores and tended 
the most repulsive diseases with the greatest 
care and loving kindness. 


Mother St. James would always manage to 
find a corner in the rickety hut; so that her 
patients would have a place to sleep while 
they were being treated at the mission. She 


cared not only for their bodies, but for their 
souls as well. Many a poor savage found 
the doors of Heaven opened through the 
regenerating waters of Baptism. 

Everyday, accompanied by another sister, 
carrying a basket of medicine and food on 
her arm, Mother would go to the distant 
villages to care for the sick and destitute. 
At that time the natives were not what they 
are today. Poverty, famine and sickness 
of every kind prevailed among them. Then 
too, the brutality of the chiefs, who would 
punish the least fault most cruelly, kept them 
in perpetual fear. 


At present, the Africans enjoy the benefits 
of freedom and no longer need to tremble 
before the Government. Christian life reigns 
in the family and God is loved and honored. 

Mother St. James led a beautiful missionary 
life, full of good works and merit, and I 
think that she must have found a nice place 
in Heaven. I will never forget this good 
mother who did so much for everyone and 
with whom I worked for many long years. 


Whenever I pass through the village, the 
conversation turns to Mother. The natives 
do not forget the care she gave to those in 
need and how she encouraged those in pain 
to accept their sufferings for the love of 
God, who gave His life for the salvation of 
their souls. Her good example and kind 
words have remained in the hearts of all 
who knew her. Many prayers have been said 
and many tears shed too, to testify that the 
memory of ‘“Mzma’ St. James lingers in the 
hearts of the Africans. 
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Treasures 


Sr. Mary Loretta tells of her kinky hair 
tots and their needs. 


T IS NOW over two years since I left 

Metuchen to make my first contact with 

our missions in Central Africa. Although 
I have travelled many thousands of miles 
since then, I still remember the kindness and 
charity of our readers and benefactors and 
daily ask our dear Lord to bless them 
abundantly. 


I am now stationed in one of our most 
interesting Missions I suppose each 
Sister finds her mission is always the most 
interesting . . . let me give you a bird’s eye 
view of it. 


We will begin with the youngest protege, 
a little pinky colored baby of a few days old, 
abandoned by its mother and brought along 
to us to find a home. 


All day long curly, kinky tots of various 
chocolate shades and ages are seen running 
and playing in the bright African sun. These 
are TREASURES confided to our care by 
God. Many of these little ones come from 
homes where God is still unknown or very 
little known therefore not loved. 


But this does not prevent these children 
from being very lovable. Sometimes, how- 
ever, these poor little pagans are very diffi- 
cult when they arrive; one little fellow 
simply refused to pray or wear a medal. 
Little by little grace worked a change, even 
to the extent of nearly causing a quarrel. 
Looking at a picture of the Holy Family, 
little Lazaro said to his friend Johnny, 
“That’s MY Jesus” . . . Poor Johnny, an 
ardent lover of our Lord, fled to Sister in 
tears, asking if Jesus did not belong to 
_ eveyone. 

When of school age, the life of “freedom” 
is at an end, they too like little Americans 
must sit at a desk (if we are rich enough 
to possess one) and learn to read and write, 
not forgetting that terrible subject called 
Arithmetic. 

Our three class rooms are packed to over- 
flowing that is why we often prefer classes 
in the open air under the shade of some 
friendly tree . . . there is only one disadvan- 
tage, even in Africa it sometimes rains. 

Soon a group of our children will make 
their First Holy Communion, which reminds 
me of the sacrifice one of our little boys had 
to make. He saw his companions going 
daily to Catechism class for special instruc- 


tions which were to prepare them for the 
GREAT DAY. The poor little lad wanted 
to go too, but was not allowed, as his rela- 
tives were not Catholic and would not give 
the necessary permission for him to be 
baptized. Time and time again he begged 
for a chain and cross. At last he received 
one and often his little hand was seen touch- 
ing the cross . . . “To see if He is still there,” 
as he put it. 


Pray that this little child will persevere 
in his love of God; for when he is older, 
he will be free to choose his own religion. 
So then, you can easily understand the ad- 
vantage of Catholic Schools. 


Unfortunately, we are only able to take 
in a small percentage of the children who 
apply for admittance on account of lack of 
school space and sleeping accomodations. 


The clipping of stones tells us the building 
of a new school is under construction, it wil! 
accomodate two hundred children . . . but 
we have not yet solved the problem of where 
they will sleep! 


Here at Kenya as in America building is 
of an exorbitant price. Should any of our 
readers like to help us, an offering would 
be most gratefully received and they would 
share in the spiritual treasury of our TREA- 
SURES as well as in that of our Sisters. Just 
mail us a check or money order, or if it is 
easier for you, send your offering to the 
Sisters in Metuchen, and they will forward 
it to us at Holy Family Convent, Thika P.O., 
Box 9, Kenya Colony, British East Africa. 


OBITUARY 


We recommend to the prayers of our readers 
the souls of: 
Reverend James G. Harding. South Plainfield, N. J. 
Sr. M. John Charles, W.S. 
Sr. Marie St. Godefroy, W.S. 
Sr. Marie Dominic, W.S. 
Sr. Mary Odette, W.S. 
Sr. Mary Austin Coad, RSM, North Plainfield, 
N. J. 
Sr. M. Stanislaus, $.S.C., Chicago, III. 
Mr. John Laverty, Moorestown, N. J. 
Mr. Timothy Sheehan, Jersey City, N. J. 
Mr. John Thompson, Jersey City, N. J. 
Mr. Patrick King, Jersey City, N. J. 
Mrs. Margaret Dunn, Jersey City, N. J. 
Mrs. Frances Murphy, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mr. Thomas C. Farley, Atlantic City, N. J. 
Mrs. Edward McElhaney, New Brunswick, N. J. 
Miss Dorothea Kahrman, New Brunswick, N. J. 
Mr. John J. Peers, Bismarck, N. Dakota 
Mrs. Ann Wall, New Brunswick, N. J. 
Mrs. Nellie B. Wagner, Avenel. N. J. 
Miss Angelina Cella, Long Branch, N. J. 
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HE HOSPITAL STANDS on a main 

road . . . rather on the main road for 

there is but one in Nyasaland deserving 
such a name. ‘wo wards are reserved for 
maternity cases. We have on the average 
of 600 cases a year. The mothers come each 
week for pre-natal care. On Thursdays the 
little ones are brought back for a general 
check-up and are weighed. This gives us a 
chance to give “a passport for heaven” to 
any who are in danger. 

During the waiting period the women live 
in a pavilion, a large building put up for 
them on a grassy plot near the hospital. The 
rooms are furnished with shelves where 
each patient can place her personal belong- 
ings: baskets of flour, sweet potatoes and 
peanuts. For in this part of the country the 
women do not come alone. They are es- 
corted by their mothers, sisters, sisters-in-law 
and the members of the family who are still 
too young to be left by themselves. 


The women collect wood, make a fire 
between three stones or bricks and set the 
cooking-pot on top. A whole army of dogs, 
cats, goats and chickens roams 
around the fire. Such domes- 
tic pets follow “the lady of 
the house” whereever she 
goes. The voluntary maids 
also do the patients’ washing 
down in the river, and there 
is plenty of fun as they gather 
there or at the cooking pots. 
The natives are good-natured 
and voluble. Nothing seems 
to worry them, for they live 
from day to day and never 
think of the morrow. 


The delivery room is very 
simply equipped. There are 
two wooden tables covered 
with rubber sheeting and on 
another a wash basin with the 
requisites for the new baby’s 
toilet. A four gallon tin-can 
with a little tap has been con- 
verted into a tank, and holds 
water for scrubbing before 
delivery. Not having any wa- 
ter supply at the hospital, the 
nurses must carry the water 
up from the river. 


Most of the babies are born 
during the night; and, since 
electricity does not exist, we 
work by lantern light; not at 
all easy when complications 
occur. A tclephone is not 
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LIKUNI I 


needed to announce the new arrival. The 
news spreads like wild fire and relatives and 
friends come to congratulate the mother. 
The new baby is almost white at birth and 
the father usually tries to keep it away from 
smoke, because he thinks it is smoke that 
turns the babies black. However, at the end 
of the third day, the infant has become a 
darling little darkie. 

The mother generally rests at the hospital 
for about three days (if she were at home 
she would get no rest at all). She does not 
need a special diet, as the staple food is 
NSIMA, a sort of porridge made from 
maize flour both light and nourishing. Wo- 
men here seldom take medicine of any kind. 
They live close to nature and nature seems 
to look after them. 

When the rest period is over, the mother 
returns to her village on foot, proudly carry- 
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AOSPITAL 


ing her offspring on her back. Babies born 
of Catholic parents are baptized before leav- 
ing the mission center. The greater part of 
the population being pagan, the babies of 
these parents must wait for their names until 
the witch-doctor has been consulted as to 
whether they will live or not. Girls have 
the preference in this district on account of 
their matrimonial value; a pagan girl is 
given in marriage in exchange for a cow. 
Our hospital has received government ap- 
proval and has the status of a training school. 
Many of our students are widows and have 
already a certain prestige in the district. They 
learn the delivery room work, hygiene and 
child welfare, as well as sewing and knitting. 
Their knowledge of medicine must be suffi- 
cient to enable them to work in a dispensary. 
When they have received their diplomas the 
nurses go to work into the villages. They 


are a great help to us as well as to the 
people. These good women also teach cate- 
chism and baptize those in danger of death, 
thus combining the Lay Apostolate with the 
Corporal Works of Mercy. 


Likuni is surrounded by about two hun- 
dred villages. The greater numbet of the 
inhabitants being still pagan are, neverthe- 
less, usually friendly. But some of them, 
knowing that we disapprove of their moral 
code, are decidedly hostile. Their dances and 
superstitions play havoc with religion, and 
many seem held firmly in the devil’s clutches. 

The natives realize that the Sisters are here 
for their good. In caring for their bodies, 
we reach their souls. Adults, as well as 
babies are prepared to leave this world to 
meet their Creator and Redeemer. Many 
pagans are now under instruction and attend 
catechism classes regularly and learn to pray. 
So there is every hope that one day Likuni 
will yield a rich harvest of souls to God. 


Sr. Mary St. Gilbert 
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Two babies were brought to 
the dispensary at Kigoma. One 
of them was a real skeleton. 
His mother said he had not 
been washed since his birth 
because he was ill. His little 
body was covered with filthy 
seurf and all kinds of amuleis. 
Poor little victim of supersti- 
tious practices. The Sister gave 
him “wings” which he quickly 
made use of to fly to heaven. 

The second was the baby of 
one of the Sisters’ former pa- 
pils. Though he had a litle 
fever, he was shining with 
cleanliness; so much so, that 
the other patients could but 
remark the great difference 
between this poor pagan 
woman who ignored the most 
elementary notions of hygiene 
and this young Christian wom- 
an who profited by the lessons 
she received in child rearing. 
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From Our Sésters' Letters 


Sister Matthias Kalemba writes from 
Villa Maria, Uganda 


Once again Our Holy Father has turned his 
attention toward Catholic Uganda, wishing to en- 
courage his African children for their zeal, devoted- 
ness and good example in spreading the Faith 
among their own. This time, those to be honored 
were all residents of the Vicariate of His Excel- 
lency, Bishop Kiwanuka, the first native Bishop 
of Central Africa. 

Four of the most devoted and outstanding native 
priests, Revs. Peter Kukera, Timothy Timugorere, 
Maurice Musaka and Joseph Mpagi were raised 
to the dignity of Domestic Prelates. On being 
congratulated by their parishioners, their only an- 
swer was: “We do not deserve this honor.” 


Three native Chiefs, staunch Catholics, who 
helped their subjects in every way to live up to 
the principles of our Holy Religion, and who were 
renowned for their charity to their own as well 
as great benefactors of the missions, were made 
Knights of St. Gregory. A few days before the 
ceremony was to take place, one of them, Chief 
Ignatius Lule was taken seriously ill and Bishop 
Kiwanuka conferred upon him the honor of Knight- 
hood on his death bed. It is impossible to imagine 
the crowds that gathered around his house for the 
occasion. 


Among the valorous Christians to receive the 
Papal Medal PRO ECCLESIA ET PONTIFICE 
was our sacristan. John has given 46 years of his 
life to taking care of the church. All our parish- 
ioners were overjoyed on hearing he was to re- 
ceive this award. 


Our church is well kept and John has trained 
all the altar boys at Villa Maria. Every morning 
the masses are ready at 6 A.M. What is more, 
John really works for the love of God, for he 
will not accept in payment more than what is 
barely necessary to support his family. He has 
ten children of whom five are married. Our de- 
voted sacristan is contented with a ,poor hut for 
a home and desires nothing more. 


For this occasion, we offered John a pair o¢ 
trousers and shoes. The first he accepted most 
gratefully, but the latter he refused saying he 
would not be able to walk in them. So John went 
barefooted to receive his Medal. 


Fortunate people who can live with hardly any- 
thing and yet be happy! How easy it will be for 
them to die, since they have no attachment to 
material things and live only for God. 


Mother Engelberta writes from Bukumbi, 
Tanganyika 


Chief William of Ng’ung’hu, Sayusayu Mission 
represented his tribe at Rome during the Holy 
Year. Invited by a White Father to relate his 
journey to the people of Bukumbi, he spoke dur- 
ing two hours. First of all, he told of His anguish 
when all of a sudden he realized that he had -for- 
gotten the certificate of his vaccination against 
yellow fever. “What an anxiety!” he exclaimed, 
“but I asked Our Lady to help me out and the 
Officers let me pass .. . What a relief!” He found 


His Excellency, Bishop Kinwanula and those 
who were Honored by Our Holy Father. 


it very strange that the Europeans could not pro- 
nounce his name. “William, that was easy enough, 
but Ngumbubanhu, that seemed too hard for them. 
And how lonesome one feels in a country where 
one hears but foreign languages. But one day I 
met Bishop Bloomjous and he greeted me with: 
“MWANGARUKA, NGWANA WANGE” (Good 
morning, my child) then my heart beat with joy. 
At that moment, my brethren, I understood better 
than ever what a sacrifice the Fathers and Sisters 
make in leaving their country. Nobody would do 
that unless it was for God and for souls! 


“Then came the audience with the Holy Father; 
no one can explain what one feels at the moment. 
The Holy Father does not walk, he is carried and 
everybody shouts in his own tongue: “VIVAT 
PAPA;” but I the only Ngwe, I shouted with all 
my strength in Kigwe: “ALAME PAPA.” And 
what about all the beautiful churches and the high 
buildings! Why, even during the day time when 
we walk in the streets we cannot see the sun! 


“And now, let me tell you about the food. 
What a lot of it! ! ! And there is a different 
plate for each kind; and oh, the knives and forks! 
At first we did not know how to make use of all 
that, but we watched the others and did as they 
did. And what shall I say about civilization? We 
must admit that we understand nothing about it. 
Let us compare Europe to a cow. (For many 
natives there is nothing more eulogious than being 
compared to a cow.) Europe is the whole cow 
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and we, are just the end of the tail . . . And how 
many children there are in the schools! Girls as 
well as boys! It was girls who helped me with 
my passport, my tickets and at the Custom Office. 
And here we think that girls are good only to 
cook, to cultivate and guard the cows. Let us 
send our daughters to school! . 

And Chief William continued . . . but it is im- 
possible to tell you all his impressions. He is a 
very good chief and edifies his subjects as well 
as the Missionaries. There is no end to his charity 
and he thinks of everyone. 

In the early years of the mission of Bukumbi, 
the Fathers sent a group of Christians to the 
coast for some provisions. On their way back, 
they were attacked by the Ngung’hu tribe, Wil- 
liam’s ancestors. All the Christians with the ex- 
ception of two or three were killed. Wishing to 
make reparation for his ancestors who killed them, 
recently, William asked the Fathers to sing two 
High Masses for the repose of the souls of those 
who were put to death, saying: “We hope they 
are in Heaven, but we never know. In case they 
are, our prayers will help others who need them.” 
He also requested that a Mass be offered so that 
all the people of Bukumbi become good Christians. 

Just a few lines now about our own Chief 
Caroli. He is still a boy at the Government school 
in Tabora with companions of all tribes and reli- 
gions. One day I asked him if they ever quarrel 
among themselves. “Oh! quite often, especially 
with the Mohammedans,” he replied. Then he 
related how the Christians had asked to have fish 
on Fridays. Fish is relished by all the boys; but 
Friday being the Mohammedan’s Sunday, they in- 
sisted on having meat and it was granted. How- 
ever, the Catholics were not going to accept that; 
so they went and bought some pork and mixed 
it with the other meat in the pot. Since the 
Mohammedans are not allowed to eat pork, they 
got angry and shouted, “It is against our religion!” 
“But,” claimed the Christians, “it is against our 
religion to eat meat on Fridays.” The Moham- 
medans lost out and from that day everyone is 
served fish on Fridays. 

Our young chief is very good and fervent. May 
I beg a prayer so that he will find a good Chris- 
tian wife, to help him to remain an excellent 
Catholic and give a good example to his subjects. 


Sister Marie Emilienne writes from 
Save, Rwanda 


The first mission to be founded in Rwanda 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of the arrival of 
the missionaries with great solemnity. The first 
White Fathers to arrive in this territory received 
permission from the crafty chief to settle on a hill 
outside Save. But the authorization was granted 
with ill will, and he secretly hoped the Banyas- 
save, whom he knew to be intolerant for outsiders, 
would frighten the intruders away. “It is very 
simple,” they said, “we just will not give the 
white men any fire. Without it how can they 
live?” Evidently, they were still unaware of the 
existence of matches. 


Not only the Missionaries did not die as they 
had hoped, but they increased and multiplied and 
succeeded with time to sow the seed of the Gos- 
pel. The harvest has been so abundant that it 
exceeds even their most optimistic dreams. The 
Vicariate of Rwanda has 42 mission posts in which 
there are 350,000 baptized Catholics and 150,000 
catechumens. The church is firmly established 
over three-fourths of the country in which the in- 
habitants are very well disposed to receive the 
Gospel of Christ. 


This fact is a great cause of joy for the people 
of Save and for all those who gathered to rejoice 
with them on this occasion. A Pontifical Mass 
was celebrated by the Apostolic Delegate in the 
open air, the church being too small to hold all 
those assembled for the ceremony. King Charles 
Mutara III, a very fervent Catholic who consecra- 
ted his Kingdom to the Sacred Heart, also attended. 
Numerous White Fathers and natives priests were 
present and the seminarians provided the singing. 


After the religious ceremonies, a group of the 
original Catholics, who still remember the first 
missionaries, was presented to the people. They 
proclaimed their joy and love with a hymn that 
they sang to Our Blessed Mother. An entertain- 
ment was given by the school children which 
amused all present. Then the guests were taken 
to the Native Sisters’ Novitiate, where they were 
served a luncheon. 


After the Solemn Benediction which was given 
( Continued on the following page ) 


A Native Chief 
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in the afternoon, the students from the trade 
school entertained the guests with some songs. 
Then there were games and dancing; it would not 
be a feast day in Rwanda, if there were no dancing! 

The celebration was climaxed with the paterna! 
blessing of the Bishop. It is a day that will not 
be forgotten by our dear Banyarwanda. Naturally 
inclined to be proud, they are now happy to be 
under the sweet yoke of Christ the King. 


Mother Annelly writes from Minga, North- 
ern Rhodesia. 


The chalice and ciborium so kindly donated by 
a member of THE SOCIETY FOR AID FOR 
LEPROSY PATIENTS reached us. It proves to be 
a very precious gift for our new Leprosarium 
Chapel. Ever since the beginning of our mission, 
there was no alternative but to let the leper 
patients come to the mission church where a wing 
was set apart for them. However, a year ago, 
orders were given to have them stay in their own 
village, where Mass would be said for them on 
Sundays and feast days. The only place that could 
be found was the veranda of the dispensary on 
which the patients were very cramped and it was 
most uncomfortable for them as well as for the 
priest, until the chapel was built. 

There is nothing grand or elaborate about our 
lictle chapel. It is just the type of church built at 
an out-mission station, one side being completely 


opened, with wide archways for windows, thatch 
roof and mud floor, all of which give it a perfect 
native look. 


We have about fifty patients in this village but 
many more inhabitants; since a number of men 
have a non-leper wife and children. It would not 
do to separate families. A number of our leper 
patients are quite crippled, but they have learned 
to walk without feet, and to work without hands. 
It is astonishing to witness their achievements. 
However, it is a fact that work of some kind is a 
necessary distraction and seems to help their state 
of health. At present they are very busy culti- 
vating their own fields. Each family is given one 
in the beginning of the season and their maize — 
the chief crop — is usually the best in the whole 
vicinity. Our patients are contented for their life 
is made as normal a one as possible. 


Our dear ones are always most grateful for what 
is done for them and they will not forget their 
kind American benefactors in their prayers and 
sufferings. 


Sr. Mary of Christ the King writes from 
Ipusukilo, Bangweolo 


We will be on vacation now until the middle 
of September. I am going to make a trip to a 
little village in the bush about 30 miles from 
here to help prepare the children to receive their 
First Holy Communion. I am going with Sr. 


King Charles Mutara with the Queen Mother, the Queen and Two Princesses 
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Emma and we will stay for about two weeks. 
Porters will carry our baggage—a camp bed with 
the covers rolled into a big sack, a box of food 
and another containing a few cooking utensils, 
clothing, books, medicines and some pictures for 
the children. We will stay in the prettiest house 
in the village, because the parishioners always 
make it nice and white for the occasion of our 
visit. It contains but one piece of furniture, one 
door and no windows because the negro lives out- 
doors and goes into the hut only to sleep at 
night. The roof is of straw and a little hut near 
by serves for the kitchen. 


A White Father will be there every morning to 
say Mass. The building that is used for the church 
is only a shed and there are no benches or chairs; 
the altar is made of reeds. 


We hold the catechism classes in the morning 
and in the afternoon we visit the natives in their 
homes, going by bicycle if they live too far away 
to walk. 


On a trip that we made to a village recently, 
we had the great joy of receiving an old poly- 
gamist, who was ill, into the Church. We baptized 
him and a few days later he died. What a grace 
God had given him! We visited a Catholic leper too 
and later the priest brought him Holy Communion. 


Sister Peter Michael writes from 
Hoima, Uganda 


Recently I took a trip to the village of Kibu- 
gubya, which is about ten miles from the mission, 
with another sister who has been in this part of 
the country for over 20 years. She knew everyone 
we met, speaks their language fluently and is ac- 
quainted with all the local customs. One of the 
girls from the mission accompanied us to do our 
cooking. Xaverio, the catechist, was waiting at 
the door of the school with all his pupils who 
clapped their hands and stamped their feet to 
greet us. They shouted their salutations while 
two boys pounded the tamtams to notify everyone 
in the village of our arrival. 


The same building serves as both church and 
school and I assure you it is very poor here in 
the bush; the walls are mud and the roof is straw. 


It is always interesting to visit the natives in 
their homes. At all times they are respectful, 
thoughtful and devoted to the missionaries. We 
listen to many a tale of woe and try to give help- 
ful advice. We also care for the sick and this 
gives us the opportunity to prepare many to meet 
their Savior. It makes us pray even more for these 
unfortunate people and beg that others pray for 
them too. 


Sister questioned her little pupils: “What will 
you do when you grow up?” 

The first little boy answered: “I am going to be 
a bricklayer to earn money. Then I will marry 
and have a wife and children and every night we 
will say our prayers before the crucifix.” 

“And you” asked Sister to the second one, 
“what are you going to do?” 

“I am going to be a catechist because there is 
no better work than to make God known to 
others.” 
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Survey on the Evolution 


( Concluded from page 4 ) 


on the already troubled souls, on minds 
already out of tune with their social sphere, 
with themselves, and with this irresistible 
force called atavism. Few of the Western 
world suspect its depth among Orientals. 


In this melee of ideas, divers movements 
and reactions, where the future is toying 
with Tunisia, what is the role of the Mission- 
aries who have come as brothers and entered 
the home of this nation, not to be served 
but to serve? 


Since, by vocation, we have the advantage 
of being firmly established on the immutable 
Rock which remains unshaken by the assaults 
of this world, our first role is to soar above 
strife, parties, races and nations, as disin- 
terested messengers of peace, union and gen- 
uine brotherhood. 


It is a great thing for those who suffer to 
be able to find a friendly home, where they 
are understood, enlightened and consoled, 
but that is not all. The knocks, the hatreds, 
the strife have their origin most, often in 
misunderstandings which reach the extreme, 
when it is a question of temperaments as 
those of the the East and West. Our part 
is to act as agents of adjustment and natural 
sympathy. It is toward this end that courses 
are given in the Arab language and Moham- 
medan sociology, circles arranged for study 
and adjustment and get-togethers held for 
Christian and Mohammedan girls. It is for 
this purpose also that nurses and social work- 
ers place themselves at the service of the 
Tunisian community. 


But the initiation of a people cannot be 
the work of a few devoted specialists. It 
calls for the sincere and complete collabora- 
tion of all, 


Let those who read these lines pray to 
the Master of mankind to enlighten the 
minds and unite the hearts, that the Tunisian 
Evolution, continuing in its ascending course, 
may be realized in full beauty. 


Sr. Alix Marie, W.S. 
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Wanted, A King's Palace 


STRANGE TO SAY, there is a 
King in Belleville, Illinois who is in need 
of a Palace! 


Because He is not of this world and 
possesses no temporal goods, no money 
can be found at court to erect His 
Temple. 


His spouses, who are as poor as He, 
must beg to raise the necessary sum. 


It is to ALL HIS SUBJECTS that 
they launch this appeal, sure that such 
a King, who out of love for these subjects 
wore not a golden diadem, but a crown 
of thorns, could NEVER FAIL to get 
within a short time, through generous 
help, the Palace He so badly needs. 


HE CHAPEL of our American Noviti- 
ate, which was opened in Belleville, 
Illinois hardly two years ago, is much 
too small for the number of postulants and 
novices who are training to become Mission- 
aries for Africa. During the last Profession 


ceremony, the people had to evacuate in 
order to make room for the clergy and the 
heroines of the day! 


Could the Sisters really prostrate at their 
full length during the TE DEUM? . . . The 
door being rather low and the Bishop tall, 
did His Excellency safely cross the threshold 
while wearing his mitre? 


Other young girls will enter in September 
desiring to give themselves to our Lord, to 
consecrate their lives to God, to help Him 
in the great work of saving souls, especially 


African souls . . . they too want to become 
WHITE SISTERS. 


From where do these young girls draw 
the strength and courage necessary to the 
giving up not only of their families and 
possessions, but also of their country, to 
sail across the ocean and enter into the 
depths of what so many call “Dark Africa?” 


The answer is quite simple . . . it is 
while kneeling at the feet of our Lord that 
grace is given to these future missionaries, 
in their heart to heart talks with their 
SAVIOR, who is not only their Savior, but 
YOUR SAVIOR, and the SAVIOR of the 


In the next photo 
of the 
Novitiate, 
you will see 
YOUR 
CHAPEL 
on the 


left of the House 


Novitiate - Belleville, Illinois 
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whole world. Yet He is forced to say, as 
long ago people said to Him . . . NO 
ROOM! 


He is a King who wants to welcome His 
future spouses as a true lover would want 
to do. Yet His Home at the White Sisters 
in Belleville is very poor and small, 


Poor . . . yes this home of the Master is 
poor, but He does not mind that so much, 
He knows that on the missions He will meet 
His spouses in far more humble abodes. No, 
He does not want a rich Palace, but He 


would like A LITTLE MORE ROOM, 


Because the need of a new chapel is very 
urgent, the Sisters have decided to count 
heroically on Divine Providence and go 
ahead with the building, knowing also that 
St. Joseph, their steadfast friend will not 
let them down. 


The Motherhouse, always so motherly, has 
p-omised to do the impossible in order to 
help provide the necessary funds . . . but 
this means that some mission or other will 


2 a . 


bleed to death if it is deprived of its only 
support. 


Will not all our friends, all our bene- 


factors here in the States hasten to pay for 
the KING OF KINGS dwelling? 


It is a large room 28 by 56 feet that the 
Sisters hope to build next to their Novitiate. 
It will cost $16,000 without mentioning the 
furnishings and all other necessary accessories. 


The contract is signed and the money ex- 
pected to pour in, and this with UNSHAK- 
ABLE FAITH. 


From behind the Tabernacle door, Jesus 
is watching closely . . . will not His Heart 
leap with joy when’ He sees one of His 
subjects drawing out dollar bills or mailing 
a check to the Sisters, or perhaps organizing 
something to raise funds for His Palace? 


See His Divine Hand blessing lovingly the 
generous benefactor who, for His dear sake, 
sacrifices some comfort or pleasure. Surely, 
such a one’s name will ever remain engraved 
in His Sacred Heart! 


— 


Laborers, members of GOD'S UNION, help to save a few dollars by clearing the ground 
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After all, Johny still loves me 
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with my grey hat...' 
‘t another year. 
uo % JO. 
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than alt candies.” 
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or the Chapel? 
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